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REPORTI NG REQUI REVENTS - ABNORVAL DEGRADATI ON

A PURPOSE

To provide guidance to the IE inspector regarding the types of
abnormal degradation that should be reported to the Conm ssion.

B. DI SCUSSI ON

Section C. 2.a(3) of Revision 4 to Regul atory Guide 1. 16 establishes
reporting requirenents for abnormal degradation of boundaries
designed to contain radioactive materials and includes a limted
nunber of exanpl es of such degradation. The foll ow ng exanpl es are
provided to nore clearly define those events which should be
reported to the Comm ssion in connection with this requirenent:

1. Failures of flange gaskets, valve packings or weeping
safety/relief valves are expected forns of degradation and
shoul d not be classified as abnormal degradation unl ess the
| eakage exceeds Technical Specification (TS) limts.

It shoul d be noted t hat | eakage fromt hese sources is normally
classified as identified | eakage. Accordingly, such | eakage
is controlled by other provisions of the TS, e.g., limting
conditions for operations relating to identified |eakage.

2. Weldfailures or other through-wall defects (whether isolable
or nonisolable) in system conponents designed to contain
radi oactive materials should be classified as abnornal
degradation. This includes any ot her noncontroll ed | eakage
t hrough seal wel ded connections and react or cool ant pressure
boundary crack i ndi cati ons or defects that exceed m ni numwal |
t hi ckness requirenents.

3. Steam generator tube |eakage should not be classified as
abnormal degradationunless TSlinmts are exceeded. It should
be noted that such | eakage i s covered by alimting condition
for operation which requires plant shutdown when the total
specific activity of the secondary systemdue to equival ent
| -131 exceeds a value specified in the TS
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4. Steamgenerator tube wall thinning that exceeds m ni numwal |
t hi ckness requirenments should be classified as abnormal
degr adati on.
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5. Steam generator tube sheet cladding separation should be
classified as abnornal degradati on.

6. Fuel pin cladding collapse should be classified as abnor mal
degr adati on. Def ormation of fuel tubes is one form of
degr adati on.

7. Fuel pin cladding defects such as pin holes or cracks, should
not be cl assified as abnornmal degradation. 1t shoul d be noted
that a limting condition for operation requires plant
shut down whenever PWRreactor cool ant systemspecific activity
or BWRoff-gas activity exceed Technical Specificationlimts.

8. Oher forns of degradation will require consideration on a
case by case basis. As general guidance, if the consequences
of a particular formof degradati on have been eval uated and
are covered by a Techni cal Specificationlimt, the procedures
W th respect toviolationof the Techni cal Specificationwould
govern rather than the definition of "Abnormal Degradation”.
Such events need not be classified as abnornmal degradation
requiring mandatory report, if such report i s not required by
the applicable limting condition for operation [paragraph
C.2.b(2) of RG1.16, rev. 4].

END
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